EARLY   MEDIAEVAL   WARS

bulk of Austrasia, together with Bavaria, etc.,
henceforth called * Germany5; Charles received the
bulk of Neustria, together with Aquitaine, Western
Burgundy, etc., henceforth called 'France/ Between
the two a curious Middle Kingdom (with the tide
of Emperor) was created for Lothar; it consisted
of the Netherlands, Alsace-Lorraine, Eastern Bur-
gundy, and Northern Italy. From that time onward
for more than a thousand - years the section of that
Middle Kingdom lying north of the Alps has been
an almost constant source of contention between
* France, * which claimed it as part of Roman Gaul,
and * Germany/ which claimed it as a necessary
appendix of her Empire.
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